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Chamber Orchestra Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, 4, major

Prerequisite: audition string players must be concurrently enrolled
in Symphony Orchestra
Chamber Orchestra provides experience designed to develop
technical and musical skills for string, wind and percussion
players at the advanced level. Emphasis is on tone development,
sight-reading, and ensemble performance. This course provides
each student with an opportunity to study a wide variety of
the standard orchestral repertoire designed specifically for the
“chamber orchestra” which is representative of diverse styles,
forms, cultures and historical periods. Woodwind, brass and
percussion players are selected from the advanced students of
the wind ensemble program and must be concurrently
enrolled in one of the wind ensembles. Chamber Orchestra
participates in concerts both on and off-campus, musical 
productions, festivals and community events. Class meets
daily for one period during Early Bird before advisory.
Students in this performing ensemble will be recorded for
broadcast, live or taped, on local television, WNTH radio,
and the Internet.

Music Theory I Credit: 1.0 major

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors levels 9, 4 

Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to develop a broad understanding of
music through an integrated program of analysis, listening,
ear training and composition. Students will become familiar
with the system of music notation and apply learned skills
through the creative use of computer music composition 
programs. There are no public performances for this class.

Music Theory II Credit: 1.0 major

Open to juniors and seniors, and  sophomores level 4

with teacher permission
Prerequisite: Music Theory I or teacher permission
Music Theory II is a continuation of concepts taught in the
first year course, plus four-part writing, formal analysis, and
Advanced Placement examination topics. Composition using
‘Sibelius’, a computer software program, will be emphasized.
There are no public performances for this class.

Piano/Keyboarding Skills Credit: .5 minor

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed for the beginning student wishing to
learn the basic fundamentals of piano playing through a
hands-on approach. No previous piano experience is required.
Students will develop proper playing techniques and reading
skills necessary for the playing of piano for personal enjoyment.
The curriculum focuses on playing music from fully written
staff notation as well as the ability to perform music from 
a lead sheet/fake book. This course will also assist students 
in their preparation for college study in music. Students will
perform in individual and group experiences. This is a 
laboratory course through the use of an electronic piano lab.
Beginning students will take this course for a full-year or first
semester only. Students with intermediate piano experience
may elect to take this course during the second semester
only with instructor consent.

Instrumental Music Improvisation Credit: .15 minor

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: departmental approval
The course is designed to develop confidence in independent
playing and the art of spontaneous composition in a jazz
style. Considerable study of scales, chords and combo playing
will occur. Students are placed in groups according to their
ability. Music Improvisation meets one day per week after
school and is taught by Chicago area professional jazz 
musicians. This course can taken for Pass or No Credit only.

Instrumental Ensemble
Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: audition
The course is open to all students and is designed to give
them the opportunity to improve their musical skills and
understandings through the study and performance of
advanced literature in small chamber ensembles. Class 
meets one day per week during a free period or after school.
Instrumental ensembles of more than six members could
include percussion ensembles, brass choirs, woodwind choirs,
flute choirs and clarinet choirs. Small instrumental ensembles
of six or less members could include duets, trios, quartets,
quintets and sextets for like or mixed combinations of 
instruments.
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Classifications 
Each course has a six-digit number. The first three digits,
“600,” identify the department. The fourth digit, “1,” indicates
the year the course is usually taken. The fifth digit, “3,” 
identifies the semester(s) the course is offered; full-year courses
are assigned a “3” to represent both semesters. The sixth 
digit indicates the level. Initial course selection for music
courses can only be at level 8 (except Music Theory 1 and
2).  Students may contract for major credit in the fall.

FR BOYS CHORUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600038
FR BOYS CHORUS (3 day). . . . . . . . . . . 600138
FR GIRLS CHORUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 601038
FR GIRLS CHORUS (3 day) . . . . . . . . . . 601138
FR CONCERT BAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 610038
FR JAZZ ENSEMBLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620138
FR ORCHESTRA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630038
MENS CHORUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602038
MENS CHORUS (3 day) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602138
MUSETTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603038
MUSETTES (3 day) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603138
CHORALIERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 604038
CHOIR-OPERA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 605038
CONCERT CHOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 606038
CONCERT CHOIR (3 day) . . . . . . . . . . . . 606138
SWING CHOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 607038
HIGH FIVE CHORUS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608038 
HIGH FIVE CHORUS (3 day) . . . . . . . . . 608138
VARSITY WIND ENS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611038
CONCRT WIND ENS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612038
SYMPH WIND ENS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613038
CONCERT JAZZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621038
LAB JAZZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622038
JAZZ ENSEMBLE 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 623038
MUS IMPROV INST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 624038
MUS IMPROV VOC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 625038
CHMBR ORCHESTRA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63E038
CON ORCHESTRA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 631038
SYM ORCHESTRA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 632038
MUSIC THEORY 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 640134
MUSIC THEORY 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 640139
MUSIC THEORY 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 641034
PIANO/KEYBOARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650118
PIANO/KEYBOARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650128
PIANO/KEYBOARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650138

Students may only enroll at level 8 during the course 
selection process. In the fall, individuals may be permitted
to receive major credit in up to two ensembles. Students
must submit a contract to affect the change from minor to
major status.



Driver Education:

Driver Education

Family and Consumer Sciences:

Introduction to Fashion (freshman only)

Creative Cuisine (freshmen and sophomores)

Gourmet (juniors and seniors)

Human Growth and Child Development 1, & 2

Technology Education:

Technology Lab (freshman only)

Automotives 1, 2 & 3

Computer Aided Design (prerequisite) (N & W) 

Architectural Studio

Architectural Models

Engineering Graphics

Architectural Building Design

Interior Design for CAD

Computer Diagnostics and Networking

Engineering Design and Production

Wood & Metal Design, & Advanced Wood and 

Metal Design
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Visual Planner
Driver Education - Family Consumer Sciences - Technology Education

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Technology Lab 
Creative Cuisine
Introduction to Fashion

*Computer Aided Design *Computer Aided Design *Computer Aided Design *Computer Aided Design 
Architectural Models Architectural Models Architectural Models
Architectural Studio Architectural Studio Architectural Studio
Engineering Graphics Engineering Graphics Engineering Graphics
Interior Design for CAD Architectural Building Design Architectural Building Design 

Interior Design for CAD Interior Design for CAD 

*Automotives I *Automotives I *Automotives I 
Automotives II Automotives II

Creative Cuisine 

Computer Diagnostics & Networking Computer Diagnostics & Networking Computer Diagnostics & Networking

Driver Education Driver Education Driver Education

Automotives 3

Gourmet Gourmet

*Human Growth & Child Development I *Human Growth & Child Development I *Human Growth & Child Development I
Human Growth & Child Development II Human Growth & Child Development II

Engineering Design & Production Engineering Design & Production Engineering Design & Production

*Wood & Metal Design *Wood & Metal Design *Wood & Metal Design 
Advanced Wood & Metal Design Advanced Wood & Metal Design 

All Practical Arts classes under Family
Consumer Sciences and Technology
Education can be enrolled in for either
major or minor credit.

Practical Arts Department
Objectives of the Practical Arts program are to develop the following 
21st century skills:
• Critical thinking • Adaptability
• Problem-solving • Global awareness
• Collaboration • Responsibility
• Creativity • Written and Oral Communication
• Self-direction
(Adopted from Harvard Education Letter, Teaching 21st Century Skills)

* = Prerequisite    Highlighted areas = Sequenced courses
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Homework Statement
In the Practical Arts Department, homework can be an 
integral part of the learning process. Depending on class 
format, curriculum, equipment, and software used, course
homework loads vary from zero assignments per week to a
few assignments per week. Every Practical Arts course has 
a policy and expectations about projects/assignments that are
not finished during class time. When work is not completed
during class time, the expectation is that students will 
complete unfinished projects/assignments at home or during
non-scheduled class time. Assigned take-home work will 
vary based on a student’s enrollment as a major or a minor.
Please note that Practical Arts minors do not take a final
examination at the end of each semester. Major students will
be required to study and complete a final examination.  

Dual Credit (High School and College Credit)
Dual New Trier and college credit is offered as an option for
the following courses in Practical Arts: Computer Aided
Design, Architectural Studio, Engineering Graphics, and
Interior Design.

What is dual credit? 
Dual Credit is an agreement with Oakton Community college
that the above selected New Trier Courses are equivalent 
to a course taught at Oakton College. When enrolled in a
qualifying New Trier course, students have an option to
receive both New Trier credit and college credit. To qualify for
dual credit, students must be enrolled in a dual credit course
for a full year, and successfully pass it with a C or higher.
Once passed, students earn 3 Oakton Community College
credit hours for the duplicate course. Dual Credit transcripts
are accepted for transfer hours at most universities.   

Do you have to receive dual credit?  
No, while the same curriculum is taught to everyone; students
can choose to receive New Trier credit only.

Courses approved for Duel Credit
• Computer Aided Design
• Architectural Studio
• Engineering Graphics
• Interior Design for CAD

Department Objectives:

The Practical Arts Department offers a wide variety of elective
courses that students elect to take during their high school
career. Students who take Practical Arts courses for major credit
will receive 9 level credit, minor receives .5 credit.

The Family and Consumer Science and Technology Education
courses meet the Fine and/or Practical Arts graduation require-
ment if taken for two semesters.

Driver Education
Objectives of the Driver Education program are to:
• develop an awareness of the traffic community and its 

associated accident problems;
• develop an awareness of responsibilities to others who are 

part of the traffic community;
• develop the habits and skills necessary to operate 

automobiles safely and to prepare for the driver’s 
license examination.

Family and Consumer Sciences
The objectives of the Family and Consumer Sciences are to:
• identify and examine values, self image, leisure, goals 

and needs;
• prepare for life management: manage resources by 

conserving energy, time and money through effective 
planning and decision making;

• create an environment where theory, practice, and work 
experiences allow students to apply knowledge to make 
informed decisions;

• explore positive approaches to potential problems 
and solutions

Technology Education
The objectives of the Technology Education Department are to:
• explore technology in architecture, engineering, design, 

communication, energy, manufacturing, and transportation;
• foster an awareness of technology and its impact on 

society and the environment; 
• use technical information and skills to solve problems 

related to an advanced technological society;
• enhance problem-solving skills, decision making, creativity, 

and collaboration skills.
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Driver Education Course Credit: .5 minor

At New Trier High School the Driver Education course 
consists of a three phase program. Students will complete at
least 30 hours of theory (classroom) instruction, 3+ hours of
behind-the-wheel instruction, and 12+ hours of simulation
instruction. Curriculum covers traffic laws and enforcement,
driving skills, and responsibilities of vehicle ownership. The
Behind-the-wheel portion develops student’s basic driving
skills, techniques, and decision making abilities while driving.
In addition to classroom and behind-the-wheel time, students
will be required to complete an on-line Driving Journal. 

Students who register for the behind-the-wheel portion of
Driver Education must be prepared to drive during their
assigned free periods. 

Students who register for Driver Education theory portion
only (classroom) must notify the department chair. Theory
only students will not be offered behind-the-wheel at a later
date or be administered an Instructional Driving Permit.
Theory only students will fulfill the graduation requirement
at New Trier. 

Please see our website for more information about common
questions and our Cooperative Driving Program. 

All students must be at least 15 years old to be enrolled 
in Driver Education
Cutoff Dates: 
Summer School (Birthday before 6/1/1996)
Semester 1 (Birthday before 8/1/1995)
Semester 2 (Birthday before 1/1/1996)

Family and Consumer
Science Courses
Introduction to Fashion Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor 

Open to freshmen level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of
fashion. Emphasis will be placed on many aspects of the fashion
industry including history of fashion, current trends, and 
garment design. Lab work includes various aspects of clothing
design to pattern selection to clothing construction. This course
fulfills the graduation requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.

Creative Cuisine Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor 

Open to freshman and sophomores level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
The course will introduce students to the basic techniques
used in the preparation of food. Laboratory work includes
group activities in the planning, preparation and serving of
food. Among the topics covered are quick and yeast breads,
appetizers, pies, soups, sauces, salads, main dish meals, and
desserts. Nutrition, vegetarianism and menu planning also 
are discussed.

Gourmet Foods Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor 

Open to juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to develop proficiency in the skills
and techniques of food preparation. Experience in food
preparation prepares students to live independently and provides
an introduction to the field of culinary arts. As students 
“travel” around the world, they discover geography, religion,
climate, industry and holidays. They learn how these 
factors influence the foods of each culture. Meal planning 
and entertaining are among the topics covered. The class
meets for one period daily. Opportunities for careers in the
food industry are presented. This course fulfills the graduation
requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.

Human Growth and  Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Child Development 1 level 9, major

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of
children from prenatal development to age five. The first
semester of this year-long course concentrates on prenatal
development to age two. Second semester concentrates on 
theories of development from age two to five. Course topics
include: social, emotional, physical and intellectual 
development of young children. This course fulfills the 
graduation requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.
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Human Growth and  Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Child Development 2 level 9, major

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: Human Growth and Child Development 1
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of
children from age five to thirteen. The first semester of this
year-long course concentrates on the development of the child
from age five to ten. Second semester concentrates on theories
of development from age ten to thirteen. Course topics
include: social, emotional, physical and intellectual development
of young children. The prerequisite for this course is Human
Growth and Child Development I. This course fulfills the 
graduation requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.

Technology Education
Courses
Technology Lab Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to freshmen level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
Invent, design, experience hands-on learning, and explore 
creative team design activities that are fun! Students can
choose from over thirty-five modules where they will be able
to: design their own graphics to embroider on a t-shirt and
backpack, create puzzles on a CNC mill, build and blast their
own model rocket, create and cut out vinyl stickers, program
a robotic arm and battle-bots, fly through the sky with a
chroma green screen, learn about electronics, and build a 
4-stroke Engine from scratch. Students will also have the
opportunity to use power tools and a spot welder to create
projects out of wood, plastics, leather, and concrete. In design
teams, students will create their own solar powered hotdog
cookers, hovercrafts, hydraulic robotic arms, mouse trap 
vehicles and more. There is definitely something for everyone
in this real-world course. Technologies introduce the following
fields: design, media, entrepreneurship, architecture, 
engineering, automotives, and graphics. This course fulfills the
graduation requirement for Fine/Practical Arts. 

Please visit our website for class videos, pictures and 
more information at:
www.newtrier.k12.il.us/academics/techlab.index

Computer Aided Design  Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

(CAD) level 9, major

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: none
Design your own house and design your own products!
Using the same software as architects and engineers, students
will learn how to design 2D and 3D drawings. CAD is divid-
ed into two semesters: architectural design and techni-
cal/engineering design. Careers include: architecture, interior
design, engineering and graphics. Students will use AutoCAD
2009, Revit, and Pro-E. This course fulfills the graduation
requirement for Fine/Practical Arts. CAD is the prerequisite
for: Architectural Design, Architectural Models, and
Architectural Building Design and Engineering Design. 
This course fulfills the graduation requirement for Fine/Practical
Arts. This course is eligible for college Dual Credit.

Architectural Studio Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: Computer Aided Design or, for seniors, 
departmental permission
In this course, students experience design as it is done in
architecture. Arc Studio introduces students to a full range of
design concepts, current trends, and architectural techniques
through drawing exercises, analyses of precedents, and
explored design methods. Design skills are developed through
conceptualizing and representing architectural theories.
Discussions regarding architecture’s role in mediating culture,
nature and technology will help develop architectural 
vocabulary. Students will design the discovered architectural
theories through sketching, drawing on board, abstract 
models, and CAD. During second semester, students devote
time to developing a “green” architectural structure, by 
following current LEED standards. In addition, this course is
designed to contribute to any students’ architectural portfolio.
This course fulfills the graduation requirement for Fine/Practical
Arts. This course is eligible for college Dual Credit.
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Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: Computer Aided Design or, for seniors,
departmental permission
This studio course focuses on the creation of scale models
through the process of developing architectural designs.
Students will learn architectural processes and acquire skills
using different materials, software, technologies, and building
techniques. Methods, concepts, and technologies taught are
currently being utilized by architecture firms and universities.
Students are also exposed to a variety of presentation methods
along with current design issues, building types, and abstract
thinking and creation. During the second semester students
make a rough sketch of a dream house which is transformed
into a finished model. Architectural Models is a course for
students interested in a future that includes architecture and
interior design. Projects created will be shown through the
development of a portfolio which can be submitted during
admission to college. Model types can include – Sketch,
Concept, Diagram, Massing, Void, Interior, Façade, Urban,
Entourage Development, and Finished Presentation models.
This course fulfills the graduation requirement for Fine/Practical
Arts. This course is eligible for college Dual Credit.

Architectural Building  Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Design level 9, major

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: Computer Aided Design and Architectural Models 
or Architectural Design
Architectural Building Design focuses on commercial building
design and architectural marketing. Some of the projects that
students have worked on are redesigning downtown store
fronts, designing high-rise hotels, restaurants, apartment 
complexes, businesses, and service stations. Students also
learn about sustainable architecture or also known as green
architecture. Students will design in 2D and 3D with an
emphasis on 3D. This course fulfills the graduation requirement
for Fine/Practical Arts.

Engineering Graphics Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: Computer Aided Design
This is a course designed to provide an in-depth study in the
area of Engineering graphics. Students will continue to work
on engineering related software to produce three-dimensional
drawings that communicate engineering problems, solutions
and their own inventions. Students will also work on projects
that better the environment, health systems and product 
development and communication. Software used: AutoCAD,
EcoTect, Inventor, Pro-E, MasterCAM. Technology used: 3D
rapid prototyping printer, Laser cutter. This course fulfills the
Practical/Fine Arts requirement. This course is eligible for 
college Dual Credit. 

Engineering Design   Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

and Production
Open to sophomores juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
Students will develop their creative engineering design skills
in this lab-based course. Innovation and engineering skills 
are explored using experiential design and build projects.
Students will design products using prototyping, teamwork,
visual thinking and various engineering development phases.
Computer-aided design (CAD) software, function of 
working parts, basic electronics, production technologies, and
material property knowledge will be covered in this course.
Finished designs and products can be used for an engineering
portfolio. This is an excellent course for any aspiring engineer
and designer.  

Interior Design for CAD Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

This course introduces students to the field of interior design
and current computer software used by interior designers.
Students will be given design projects similar to those 
presented on HGTV. Units will include room design; 
commercial and house re-design; and furniture, lighting, and
chandelier design. Students will learn to use AutoCAD, 
Revit and Chief Architect software. Through class discussions,
group work, hands-on experiences, guest lecturers, and field
trips, students will gain understanding of the interior design
world and encounter the challenges interior designers face.
Overall interior design will be integrated with computer 
aided design, design principles, construction, and presentation
techniques. This course fulfills the Practical/Fine Arts requirement.
This course is eligible for college Dual Credit. Seniors can
bypass the CAD pre-requisite.

Automotives 1 Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
This course is an introductory course designed for anyone
who intends to own and maintain his or her car. The class
covers engine fundamentals, auto maintenance and 
troubleshooting. Automotive systems covered include:
ignition, fuel, lubrication, cooling, chassis, exhaust, air 
conditioning and on-board computer testing. Also covered in
this course are units in body and fender work, brakes, tires
and tune-up procedures. Students will participate in a hands-on
environment in the lab and have the opportunity to work on
their personal vehicles. The course stresses diagnosis and
problem solving skills used in everyday life. Strong emphasis
is placed throughout the entire course on automotive related
consumer information. This course fulfills the graduation
requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.
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Automotives 2 Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: Automotives
This is a continuation of the beginning automotive class.
Additional theory is provided along with a strong emphasis
on hands-on lab activities. Students refine their diagnostic
and repair skills in a lab setting and have the opportunity to
spend additional time working on personal or extended 
projects. In the classroom a variety of technical topics are 
covered, including high performance systems, alternate fuels
and energies, and fabrication. Automotive careers within 
the automotive field are explored and discussed. Careers
examined range from technician, engineering and design, 
as well as sales and marketing. This course fulfills the 
graduation requirement for Fine/Practical Arts.

Automotives 3 Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to seniors level 9, major

This elective course provides students with an opportunity 
to apply what they have learned during Automotives 1 and 2
and apply it to real world situations. Under the direction 
of the instructor, the student will gain a greater appreciation
for automotive projects and creative approaches to using 
automotive parts for design. Projects include working with
OBD systems, brake system components, welding techniques,
body work, brakes and engine rebuilding/modifications, and
automotive furniture designs.

Computer Diagnostics  Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

and Networking level 9, major

A Full-Year Combination Option
Open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors
Prerequisites: None
Discover why computers work. Discover how to make them
work again once they stop, and we all know they do! Ever
wanted to set-up a LAN party, but you didn’t know how to
do it? Ever wanted to add wireless networking to a PC, but
you didn’t know where to start? Then this is the class for you!
Computer Diagnostics teaches students to troubleshoot, repair,
and build personal computers with confidence. Each student
has the opportunity to completely disassemble and reassemble
four different style computer systems, install, configure, and
troubleshoot all PC components and the major operating 
systems, Windows XP and Linux! Computer Networking is the
course where students learn to design, construct, secure, 
and troubleshoot wired and wireless networks. While we’re at
it, we gain knowledge in the origins of these networking 
technologies we take for granted every day, and investigate
what the future is shaping up to be. 

This is a one year course that may be joined at the semester.
Semester 1, Computer Diagnostics. Semester 2, Computer
Networking. 

Wood & Metal Design Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level 9, major

Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to introduce the student to processes
used in designing and making wood and metal projects. 
The areas of experimentation will include furniture design
and wood working, welding, computerized numerical 
control (PlasmaCam and CNC router) metal machining,
woodturning, sheet metal design, and wood machine 
technology. Hands-on experiences are provided to familiarize
students with tools, processes and procedures of manufacturing.
Students will be given several introductory projects to 
complete. A hot plate project, end table, skate board, metal
design, chairs and other exciting projects. If time permits,
students will be allowed to build individual projects. Work
completed can be used for Engineering and Architectural
portfolios. This course fulfills the graduation requirement for
Fine/Practical Arts.

Advanced Wood & Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Metal Design level 9, major

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: Wood & Metal Design
This course is a lab-orientated class in which students increase
the depth of their skills, design and develop their own projects
and observe demonstrations of advanced manufacturing 
techniques. Students must understand the steps necessary to
construct their projects. They will create their own individual
plan of procedure for any project they elect to construct.
Students may elect projects in the following areas: metals,
welding, CNC metal machining, cabinet making, woodturning
and sheet metal. This course fulfills the graduation requirement
for Fine/Practical Arts.



Pr
og

ra
m

 o
f S

tu
di

es
  2

01
0

- 2
01

1 
pa

ge
 8

6
Pr

ac
ti

ca
l A

rt
s Course Classifications

Each course has a six-digit number. The first two digits, “14,”
identify the department. The fourth digit, “1,” indicates the
year the course is usually taken. The fifth digit, “3,” identifies
the semester(s) the course is offered; full-year courses are
assigned a “3” to represent both semesters. The sixth digit,
“8,” indicates the level.

DRIVER ED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130218
(cutoff birthday 8/1/95)
DRIVER ED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130228
(cutoff birthday 1/1/96)
INTRO TO FASHION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121138
INTRO TO FASHION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121139
CREATIV CUISINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121238
CREATIV CUISINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121239
HUMAN GROWTH/CHILD DEV 1 . . . . . . 122338
HUMAN GROWTH/CHILD DEV 1 . . . . . . 122339
HUMAN GROWTH/CHILD DEV 2 . . . . . 122438 
HUMAN GROWTH/CHILD DEV 2 . . . . . 122439
GOURMET . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123338
GOURMET . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123339
TECHNOLOGY LAB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140138
TECHNOLOGY LAB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140139
COMP AID DESIGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141138
COMP AID DESIGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141139
ARCHITEC STUDIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142238
ARCHITEC STUDIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142239
ARCH MODELS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142338
ARCH MODELS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142339
ENGINEER GRAPHICS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143238
ENGINEER GRAPHICS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143239
ARCHBLDG DESIGN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144338
ARCHBLDG DESIGN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144339
WOOD/MET DESIGN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145238
WOOD/MET DESIGN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145239
ADV WOD/MET DSGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145338
ADV WOD/MET DSGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145339
ENGINEER DESIGN/PROD . . . . . . . . . . 147338
ENGINEER DESIGN/PROD . . . . . . . . . . 147339
AUTOMOTIVES 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148338
AUTOMOTIVES 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148339
AUTOMOTIVES 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148438
AUTOMOTIVES 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148439
AUTOMOTIVES 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148538
AUTOMOTIVES 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148539
CPU DIAGNOSTICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149218
CPU DIAGNOSTICS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149219
COMPUTER NETWORK . . . . . . . . . . . . 149228
COMPUTER NETWORK . . . . . . . . . . . . 149229
CPU DIAG/NET . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149238
CPU DIAG/NET . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149239
INTERIOR DESIGN/CAD. . . . . . . . . . . . . 146238 
INTERIOR DESIGN/CAD. . . . . . . . . . . . . 146239 
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Integrated Science 1, 2

Introduction to Science (ESL)

IGSS Science

Biology (ESL)

Biology 

Biology PCB

AP Biology

Anatomy and Physiology 

Marine Biology

Forensic Science

Fundamentals of Sports Medicine 

Kinesiology and Biomechanics

Environmental Geoscience

Astronomy 

AP Environmental Science

Chemistry

Chemistry PCB

AP Chemistry

Physics 

Physics PCB 

AP Physics “B”

AP Physics “C”

Integrated Studies: History and Science



The science curriculum is oriented toward investigative
processes designed to meet the individual student’s needs and
abilities. Through a variety of learning experiences, students
are encouraged to engage in scientific inquiry to observe 
scientific principles that are established through careful 
observation; weigh facts and arrive at valid conclusions;
appreciate the historical contributions of scientists; and 
recognize that science does not consist merely of facts and
dogma, but that it is an exciting, dynamic process!  

The goals of the science department are that students will:
• Perform the inquiry process of science as a system of 

knowing that involves:
- the recognition and formulation of a problem,
- the collection of data through observation and 

experimentation, and 
- the formulation and testing of hypotheses.

• Use scientific models and theories to explain the concepts 
and principles of life, physical, earth, and/or space sciences.  

• Understand how science is incorporated into the human 
experiences of history, society, culture, politics, and technology.

Requirements
There is a two-year science requirement at New Trier. 
One year of biology and one year of a physical science
(environmental geoscience, chemistry, physics, or IGSS) 
are required for graduation. 

Many students take three years of science, especially with
state universities in Illinois requiring three years. For the 
scientifically oriented student, four years of science should be
strongly considered. All courses in this department receive
major credit. (0.5 credit/semester 1.0 credit/year)

Early Bird Science Classes
Early Bird science classes are offered based upon the interest
of students, and teacher and lab room availability. Many more
students request Early Bird classes than can be accommodated.
Students who request Early Bird Science courses, are
entered in a lottery process which determine whether they
are placed in the course or on the wait list. Given the 
tentative nature of Early Bird course admission, students and
advisers should have an alternative plan.

What are colleges looking for?
New Trier’s science requirement is only 2 years, although
most students take between 3 to 4 years. College admission
requirements are varied, but many colleges are looking for 3
years of laboratory sciences, with 2 of the 3 years from among
Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. New Trier also considers
Environmental Geoscience to be a core science course and
equivalent in importance to the traditional sciences.

Predictor of Success Level 2E Level 2 Level 3/9 Level 4

Approximate weekly 1 1/2 - 3 hours 1 1/2 - 3 hours 2 - 3 1/2 hours 2 - 4 1/2 hours
homework commitment

Past performance in Successful A’s and B’s A’s and B’s A’s and B’s
prerequisite courses Completion

Degree of independent • Consistent • Consistent • Consistent • Consistent 
learning and academic attendance attendance attendance attendance
responsibility • Engaged in class • Actively engaged • Self-motivated • Very self-motivated

• Requires guidance in class • Limited guidance • Comfortable with
• Some guidance needed open-ended 

required assignments

Success in Science Courses
Success in science classes is driven primarily by the student’s level of independence as a learner, focused engagement in class,
commitment to spending the requisite time outside of class, and related capabilities demonstrated in English and/or 
Math classes. While no guarantee, the following table, based on faculty experience & student feedback, indicates factors for
success in science courses. The homework commitments are typical, but will vary by student and teacher depending on an
individual student’s approach to homework and an individual teacher’s approach to teaching the curriculum.
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Science Electives

Anatomy & Physiology
Astronomy 
Forensic Science 
Fundamentals of Sports Medicine (one sem. course)
Integrated Principles of History & Science
Kinesiology and Biomechanics (one sem. course)
Marine Biology

AP Electives Prerequisites: 3 years* science including...

Biology Chemistry Geoscience Physics Math corequisite

AP Biology x x Geo, Phys or IGSS

AP Chemistry x x Geo, Phys or IGSS

AP Environmental Science x x Geo, Phys or IGSS

AP Physics B x Chem, Geo, or IGSS x

AP Physics C x Chem, Geo, or IGSS x Enrolled in calculus

* Strong students who are highly motivated may take their first AP science course concurrently with their third year 
of science with departmental approval.

Predictor of AP Environmental AP Biology AP Chemistry Physics B & C
Success Science

Approximate  4 - 5 1/2 hours 4 - 5 1/2 hours 4 - 5 1/2 hours 4 - 5 1/2 hours
weekly homework 
commitment

Previous science A’s in Level 9 Biology A’s in Level 9 Biology A’s in Level 3 Chemistry A’s and B’s in 
class performance or A’s and B’s in or A’s and B’s in or A’s and B’s in Level 3 or 4 Physics

Level 4 Biology Level 4 Biology Level 4 Chemistry

A’s in Level 3 Chemistry A’s in Level 3 Chemistry
or A’s and B’s in  or A’s and B’s in 
Level 4 Chemistry Level 4 Chemistry

AP Courses 
AP Science courses are equivalent to college courses and require a high level of work and commitment. They are college
level courses, both in content and student behavior, therefore successful students must be very self-motivated, strong 
independent learners, and very comfortable with minimal guidance from teachers. When deciding to register for an 
AP course, consider the heavy work load in relation to commitments for other courses, total course load, co-curricular 
activities, and activities outside school.

Science
Program

 of Studies  2010
- 2011 page 89



Science Pathways
The “Pathways” through science are multiple and have been
designed so that students would have options.  While many
of our current students take a traditional sequence of science
courses, New Trier’s Science Department encourages students,
who have already taken Algebra 1, to enter the connected
PCB sequence (Physics PCB, Chemistry PCB, Biology PCB).
The PCB sequence provides students and teachers with an
opportunity to make more specific connections between
courses. For example, the physics concepts such as of energy,
waves, and thermodynamics provide a foundation for 
chemistry, and the chemical concepts such as bonding, energy,
and functional groups enable students to explore the 
molecular aspects of biology in greater depth.

The “Science Pathways” chart on the next page provides a 
few of the possible ways to take science at New Trier. There
are many interesting elective courses and AP courses students
may opt to take. Check course descriptions for specific 
prerequisites and additional options. Students must take one
year of biology and one year of a physical science.

The Science Department offers three introductory laboratory
courses for freshmen: Biology, Environmental Geoscience,
and Physics PCB. Students are encouraged to choose the course
that best matches their interests and draws on their academic
strengths. Each course appeals to students for different reasons,
but all three courses provide students an opportunity to work
in lab and to experience the dynamic process that is science.
Each course has a double period lab that meets twice a week and
all three courses require students to work both independently
and collaboratively in groups. Additionally, students need a
certain level of problem solving skills and communication
skills to succeed. Placement in levels is linked to English 
placement for Biology and Environmental Geoscience, which
are descriptive sciences, and math placement is used for Physics
PCB, a quantitative science. For some students it may be more
appropriate to take the first science course sophomore year.

Summer School
Students may also register to take Biology (9/4), Chemistry
(3/4), Geoscience (9/4), or Physics (3/4) during summer
school in order to accommodate their schedules. 

Science Pathways

•  There is a two-year science graduation requirement, which includes one year of biology and one year 
of a physical science (environmental geoscience, chemistry, physics or IGSS).  

•  Read course descriptions and check all prerequisites prior to registration.

Physics PCB Chemistry PCB Biology PCB Geoscience, Electives or AP Electives

IGSS Biology PCB

Biology Chemistry Physics Geoscience, Electives or AP Electives
Geoscience Chemistry or Physics Electives or AP Electives

IGSS Chemistry or Physics or Electives or AP Electives

Geoscience Biology Chemistry Physics, Electives or AP Electives
Chemistry Biology Physics, Electives or AP Electives

Intro to Sci  Biology (ESL) Additional Science courses
(ESL)

Integrated Science 1           Integrated Science 2
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Science Courses
Integrated Science 1, 2 Enriched level 2

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: none
Placement: based on English and mathematics level
Integrated Science is a two-year activity oriented laboratory
course. Students are required to take both Integrated Science
1 and Integrated Science 2 in order to meet the two-year 
laboratory science graduation requirement. Topics in biology,
chemistry, physics and earth science will be included. Each
unit includes reading of text material along with a variety of
support activities, laboratory exercises and demonstrations.
This course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

Introduction to Science (ESL) level 9

Open to students who have limited English proficiency
Prerequisite: none
This laboratory course is designed to teach basic scientific
concepts in the biological and physical sciences to students of
varied ability levels who have limited English proficiency. 
The course will be activity and project-based. All students
will observe and participate in the same activities regardless of
English proficiency. Students will research and present material
to the class on a regular basis. Meaningful, interactive 
problem-solving experiences that develop language skills will
be used. All language exercises will relate to the science activities
in which the students will participate. This course does NOT
apply toward the graduation requirement or AP prerequisite.

IGSS Science (Global Systems Science) levels 4, 9

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: One year of Physical Science (for juniors); 
Biology (for seniors)
The IGSS (Integrated Global Studies School) science laboratory
course not only emphasizes and covers many of the scientific
concepts (including origins of the solar system and universe,
properties of water, global climate change, the atomic 
theory, energy, evolution, biodiversity and genetics) usually
incorporated in traditional biology, chemistry, and physics
classes, but further connects the concepts of each discipline 
in order to understand significant problems of global impact.
The “big ideas” of the main science disciplines are emphasized
in terms of interacting systems (the atmosphere, hydrosphere,
biosphere, and lithosphere) and the role that individuals play
in both impacting and protecting our vulnerable global 
environment. Throughout the course students will participate
in a wide range of activities, including many hands-on 
laboratories, field studies, current and historical readings,
analysis of scientific data, research and debates. These activities
will help students become more competent and independent
in the design, analysis and communication of issue-oriented
science activities. Students will be challenged to connect the
various components of the course as they analyze risks, assess

trade-offs, and make decisions that are based on experience
and scientific data. Hence, students will gain the skills 
necessary for making decisions critical to their future and 
to the future of other living things on Earth. 

Biology (ESL) level 9

Open to students who have limited English language proficiency
Prerequisite: Recommendation of department and multi cultural
studies coordinator
In this laboratory course, studies include four major themes:
Ecology, Cellular Biology and Genetics, Evolution, taxonomy,
and Human Anatomy and Physiology (including the dissection
of the fetal pig) and discussion on health and disease will 
also be explored. Each area will be explored using laboratory
exercises, library and Internet research, group projects and
presentations. This course will be activity and lab based. All
students will observe and participate in the same activities
regardless of English proficiency. Meaningful, interactive
problem-solving experiences that develop language skills will
be used. This course may apply toward the graduation
requirement.

Biology Enriched level 2

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and senior
Prerequisite (freshmen only): departmental placement 
Placement: based on English level
In this laboratory course, biological studies include four
major themes: Ecology, Cellular Biology and Genetics,
Evolution, and Human Anatomy and Physiology (including
the dissection of the fetal pig) and discussion on health and
disease will also be explored. Each subject is explored 
in detail through laboratory exercises, library and Internet
research, group projects and presentations and classroom 
simulations. Biology 2-E is an enriched section co-taught by
science and special education. This course may apply toward
the graduation requirement.

Biology levels 9, 4

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite (freshmen only): departmental placement 
Placement: based on English level
This laboratory course in life science challenges students to
explore a broad range of topics and major themes. It explains
life from the microscopic level of cells to the interactions of
populations and their environment. Discussion on health and
disease will also be explored. Lab experiences are designed to
develop skills in making observations, gathering data, and
being able to critically assess the results. An emphasis will be
placed on building conceptual understandings while applying
scientific knowledge to real world problems. This course may
apply toward the graduation requirement.
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Biology PCB levels 9, 4

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: Physics PCB and Chemistry PCB
Placement based on Chemistry PCB level.
This laboratory course is designed to be taken after having
completed one year of Physics PCB and one year of Chemistry
PCB. The course introduces students to all of the basic 
concepts found in the regular biology survey course with the
enhancement of a better scientific background, allowing for
more depth of some topics. Cellular and molecular components
of life will be emphasized, along with genetics and evolution.
Physiology and anatomy (including the dissection of the fetal
pig) will be covered, incorporating a deeper understanding of
the chemical and physical aspects of these topics. Ecology,
evolution, and genetics also are covered. Discussion on health
and disease will also be explored.  Laboratory investigations
follow the sequence of text material in concept and several
involve a quantitative analysis and interpretation of data. 
This course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

AP Biology level 4

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisites: at least 3 years of the following laboratory sciences:
biology (required), chemistry (required) and either physics or 
geoscience. It is strongly recommended that the three years are
taken prior to AP courses; however, for strong students, the third
year of science may be taken concurrently with an advanced
placement course. The appropriate introductory course (i.e., biology)
must precede the Advanced Placement courses elected. 
The AP Biology laboratory course is designed to meet the
requirements specified by the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Biology Curriculum Committee and to provide
rigorous preparation for the Advanced Placement exam given
in May. Both laboratory exercises and classroom work are
emphasized, and the topics covered will be the equivalent of
those treated in a traditional college course. The topics to be
covered will include cell biology, organismic biology, genetics
and development, health and disease, evolution, anatomy and
physiology, biochemistry, behavior, and ecology. Formal lab
reports will be required as will dissection of representative
animals. Evaluation in the form of assignments, laboratory
practicals, quizzes, and tests will be given on a regular basis. 
It is the dual goal of this course that students will be prepared
to do well on the AP examination and also be prepared to
continue education in biology beyond a first level course in
college. On the basis of the AP examination, the student’s
college will determine the amount of advanced placement
credit in biology received.

Anatomy and Physiology  levels 9, 4

Open to Juniors and Seniors
Prerequisite: Level 9:  1 year of Biology, 1 year of Physical
Science  Level 4: 1 year of Biology, 1 year of Chemistry
Placement: Based on prior Biology level
This full-year laboratory course is designed to acquaint the
student with general anatomy and physiology presented
through an evolutionary perspective. It is meant to engage
students and make them functionally literate in the language
and images of the human form. The structure and function
of the body’s systems will be investigated using microscope
investigations, laboratory exercises, and extensive dissections
designed to give the student hands on experience with 
different tissues and organ systems. Major topics will include
human origins, histology, the body’s organs and organ 
systems, homeostasis, health, development, injury/pathology,
disease diagnosis and treatment, medical imaging, drug action,
and a culminating trip to a local university’s cadaver lab.
Students will be expected to complete case study investigations
and apply their understandings of the human body. This
course will help prepare students interested in medicine, 
nursing, research, EMT, physical therapy, pharmacy, sports
training, and other related fields of study including art
(human form), psychology, and/or anthropology. This course
does NOT apply toward the graduation requirement or 
AP prerequisite.

Marine Biology level 9

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: Biology, one physical science course, 
and signed course agreement
Notes: There will be an additional fee for SCUBA certification
and equipment. Open water dives must be completed within 
six months of the SCUBA component of the course. Please see
Science Office for details. Students will spend one quarter of dou-
ble lab periods in the pool. During this quarter, students will be
released from their Kinetic Wellness class.
This laboratory course is designed to introduce students to
marine ecosystems and organisms in a hands-on laboratory
setting and give them the skills to continue to investigate
these ecosystems through their lifetime. Topics explored will
include ocean profiles, ocean living, species interactions, 
evolution of marine life, marine animals diversity, environmental
issues and marine careers. Each area of study will be explored
using laboratory exercises, library and internet research, group
projects and presentations. One quarter of the course will be
spent in the New Trier pool with a SCUBA (PADI) instructor.
Students will complete SCUBA classroom instruction during
this quarter and attendance is mandatory. This course 
does NOT apply toward the graduation requirement or 
AP prerequisite.
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Forensic Science level 9

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: Biology, one physical science course
Forensic Science is a laboratory course that examines the
application of laboratory science to criminal investigation.
The role of the crime laboratory is presented in the context of
forensic science. Students will focus on crime scene processing
and the detection, collection and presentation of evidence for
examination and court use. Crime scene recording, evidence
collection, equipment and analysis, serology, anthropology,
odontology, DNA, drugs, trace evidence, fingerprints, firearms,
and entomology are some of the topics that will be covered 
in this course. This course does NOT apply toward the 
graduation requirement or AP prerequisite.

Fundamentals of Sports Medicine level 9

Open to Juniors and Seniors
Prerequisite: 1 year of Biology, 1 year of a Physical Science 
Fundamentals of Sports Medicine is a one-semester laboratory
course which uniquely combines a student’s passion for 
athletics, medicine, and science into one course. The course
will focus on key concepts in physiology, kinesiology, physical
therapy, and other sports medicine related fields. It will 
incorporate class work, laboratory, and practical hands-on
application in the prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and 
rehabilitation of sports injuries. Anatomy and physiology
concepts will be discussed throughout the semester as it
relates to the specific region of the body. Animal dissections
will be required in the laboratory component of the course.
Observation hours in a clinical setting will be required 
outside the regular school hours. Throughout the course, 
students will engage in field experience as part of the class.
This course does NOT apply toward the graduation 
requirement or AP prerequisite. 

Kinesiology and Biomechanics level 9

Open to Juniors and Seniors
Prerequisites: 1 year of Biology and 1 year of a Physical science
Ever wonder why you spin a football, what your BMI means,
how a gymnast is able to do a standing back flip, or why you
wear different shoes for different sports? Kinesiology and
Biomechanics will examine all of these questions and more.
Kinesiology and Biomechanics is a one-semsester laboratory
course which examines the application of the science of chem-
istry, physics, and biology to sports training and performance.
Students work will primarily focus in three areas: 1) exercise
physiology, 2) biomechanics, and 3) sports nutrition. Students
will focus on labs that illustrate sports science principles such as
ballistic motion, friction, heart rate, VO2 max, power, lactic
acid production, supplementation, sports training, friction, and
sports technology to name a few. Each of these areas of study
will be explored using laboratory exercises, library and internet
research, and individual exercise. Students will be expected to
take an active role in the course and should be expected to be
able to do high levels of exercise in class. This course does NOT
apply toward the graduation requirement or AP prerequisite.

Environmental Geoscience Enriched level 2 

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: (freshmen only): departmental placement
Placement: based on English level
This laboratory course is the study of basic earth science
topics and environmental issues. Course content includes the
exploration of the process of nature, which create valuable
natural resources but also present humankind with natural
hazards that affect the quality of our lives. Natural phenomena
covered in the class include earthquakes, floods, storms, 
landslides, coastal erosion, and solar energy. Furthermore, 
the course explores how pollution and resource management
affect society. Course work includes library research, writing,
and classroom presentations. Laboratory work includes small-
scale investigations (e.g., water testing and volcano modeling)
and long-term projects (e.g., rocket design and earthquake 
engineering). Geoscience 2-E is an enriched section co-taught
by science and special education. This course may apply
toward the graduation requirement.
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Environmental Geoscience levels 9, 4 

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: (freshmen only): departmental placement 
Placement: based on English level
This laboratory course is the study of the interrelationships
among humans and the lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere,
cryosphere, and outer space. Environmental Geoscience
addresses several of the most important questions in science:
are we alone in the universe, how did the universe begin, how
did life begin (as revealed by the fossil record), and what is
the future fate of Planet Earth? The course also explores the
processes of nature, which shape our environment, create
both valuable natural resources and natural hazards that affect
the quality of human life. Furthermore, the course explores
how man-made pollution and resources depletion impact on
our society. Course work includes library research, writing
and classroom presentations. Lab activities may include deep
space imaging, stellar spectroscopy, the feasibility of living on
Mars, water testing, atmospheric measurements and modeling,
plate tectonic and earth structure models, and fossil recovery.
This course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

Astronomy levels 3, 4 

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: students must have completed Environmental
Geoscience, algebra, geometry.
Placement: based on mathematics level
Topics covered in this laboratory course include the histori-
cal development of human thought and theories regarding
Earth’s place in the universe, the origin, composition and
properties of planets and other solar system objects (with
emphasis on comparative aspects as they relate to Earth); and
the structure and evolution of stars and galaxies. Some of 
the biggest questions in science will be addressed, including:
the origin and fate of the universe, the nature and structures
of quasars, pulsars, black holes and other extreme celestial
objects, and the possibility of life elsewhere in the universe.
Laboratory activities will include robotic and model rocket
challenges, practice with computer modeling programs, 
and interpretation of images taken by observatories using
wavelengths across the electromagnetic spectrum. Participation
in 4 to 6 early morning or late evening telescope viewing 
sessions held throughout the year is mandatory. Every attempt
will be made to accommodate student schedules when 
planning the viewing sessions. The mathematics used in the
course will correspond to the math level of the student. 
This course does NOT apply toward the graduation 
requirement or AP prerequisite. 

AP Environmental Science level 4

Prerequisites: at least three years of the following laboratory 
sciences: biology (required), chemistry (required), and one of the
two: geoscience or physics. It is strongly recommended that the
three years are taken prior to AP courses; however, for strong stu-
dents, the third-year of science may be taken concurrently with
an Advanced Placement course. The appropriate introductory
courses (Biology and Chemistry) must proceed the Advanced
Placement course elected. 
This laboratory course will explore the interdependence of
Earth systems, human population dynamics, energy resources
and conservation, air/water quality, ozone depletion, waste
management, global climate change, risk assessment and 
cultural/aesthetic/ethical analysis. Discussion on health and
disease will also be explored. The laboratory component
involves conducting original research that may include a long-
term study of a local water system and analysis of data sets
scientists routinely use. Next-generation computer technologies
and use of the Internet will be an integral part of the course.
On the basis of the AP examination, the student’s college 
will determine the amount of advanced placement credit in
environmental science received (i.e., one semester or two
quarters). This course may receive one semester or two quarters
of college credit.

Chemistry Enriched level 2

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: biology, algebra
Placement: based on mathematics level
This laboratory course is an alternative to the “traditional”
introductory chemistry course and is intended for students
who do not plan to pursue careers in science. However, a
majority of the concepts covered in a typical chemistry course
are presented (see Chemistry level 2), but with less emphasis
on related mathematical calculations. Cooperative group
activities engage students in addressing issues involving science,
technology and society. Hopefully, students will develop a
lifelong awareness of the potential and limitations of science.
This course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

Chemistry level 2

Open to sophomores with departmental 
approval, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: algebra
Placement: based on mathematics level
This course has a significant laboratory component. The 
following chemical principles and concepts will be covered:
states and properties of matter, basic atomic theory, periodic
laws, chemical formulas and equations, basic chemical 
reactions, mole concept, basic stoichiometry, energy changes,
chemical bonding, and acids and bases. While these topics 
are explored primarily in a qualitative fashion, there are some
quantitative elements. This requires students to possess and
apply some basic math and algebra skills. This course may
apply toward graduation requirements.
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Chemistry level 3

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: students must have completed 3-level algebra and
geometry or be enrolled in 3-level geometry concurrently
Placement: based on mathematics level
In this laboratory course studies are made of energy and its
changes, chemical formulas and equations, stoichiometry,
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, acid-base reactions,
atomic theory, concepts of chemical bonding, introductory
organic chemistry, the mole concept, properties of all states of
matter, nuclear chemistry, periodic laws and descriptive
chemistry. Experimental work is designed to explore these
topics, qualitatively and quantitatively. Students will study
concepts in some depth and at an accelerated pace. This
course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

Chemistry level 4 

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: students must have completed 4-level algebra and
geometry or be enrolled in 4-level geometry concurrently
Placement: based on mathematics level
This course has a significant laboratory component. The 
following chemical principles and concepts will be covered:
states and properties of matter, atomic theory, periodic laws,
chemical formulas and equations, chemical reactions, mole
concept, stoichiometry, energy changes, chemical bonding,
acids and bases, reaction kinetics, equilibrium, oxidation-
reduction introductory organic chemistry, and nuclear 
chemistry. Topics will be explored qualitatively, but with a
strong emphasis on quantitative analysis, therefore, students
must possess strong math and algebra skills. Students will
study concepts in depth at an accelerated pace and will be
expected to work independently. This course may apply
toward graduation requirements.

AP Chemistry level 4

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisites: at least 3 years of the following laboratory sciences:
biology (required), chemistry (required) and either physics or 
geoscience. It is strongly recommended that the three years are
taken prior to AP courses; however, for strong students, the third
year of science may be taken concurrently with an advanced
placement course. The appropriate introductory course (i.e.,
chemistry) must precede the Advanced Placement courses elected.
Students enrolled in Biology PCB 4- level may take this course
concurrently. 
The Advanced Placement Chemistry laboratory course meets
the objectives of a general college chemistry course. Students
in such as course should attain a depth of understanding of
fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing with
chemical problems. Topics include nomenclature, stoichiometry,
gases, thermo-chemistry, atomic structure, molecular 
geometry, periodicity, bonding, condensed states, solutions,
kinetics, acid-base equilibrium, solubility product equilibrium,
electrochemistry, descriptive chemistry, nuclear chemistry, and
organic chemistry. The college course in general chemistry
differs qualitatively from the usual first secondary school
course in chemistry with respect to the kind of textbook used,
the topics covered, the emphasis on chemical calculations and
the mathematical formulation of principles, and the kind of
laboratory work done by the students. Quantitative differences
appear in the number of topics treated, the time spent on the
course by students, and the nature and variety of experiments
done in the laboratory. On the basis of the AP examination,
the student’s college will determine the amount of advanced
placement credit in chemistry received (i.e., one or two semesters).

Chemistry PCB level 3

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors level
Prerequisite: students must have completed Physics PCB
Placement based on Physics PCB level
This laboratory course in chemistry is the second course in
the sequence of Physics - Chemistry - Biology. This course
will make connections to the previous physics course and will
build concepts to be used in biology. Topics include energy
and its changes, chemical formulas and equations, stoichiometry,
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, acid-base reactions,
atomic theory, concepts of chemical bonding, introductory
organic chemistry, the mole concept, properties of all states of
matter, nuclear chemistry, periodic laws and descriptive
chemistry. Experimental work is designed to explore these
topics, qualitatively and quantitatively. Students will study
concepts in depth at an accelerated pace. This course may
apply toward the graduation requirement.
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Chemistry PCB level 4

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: students must have completed Physics PCB
Placement based on Physics PCB level
This laboratory course in Chemistry is the second course in
the sequence of Physics - Chemistry - Biology. This course
will make connections to the previous physics course and will
build concepts to be used in biology. Topics include energy
and its changes, chemical formulas and equations, stoichiometry,
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, acid-base reactions,
atomic theory, concepts of chemical bonding, introductory
organic chemistry, the mole concept, properties of all states 
of matter, nuclear chemistry, periodic laws and descriptive
chemistry. Experimental work is designed to explore these
topics, qualitatively and quantitatively. Students will study
concepts in depth at an accelerated pace and will be expected 
to work independently. This course may apply toward the
graduation requirement.

Physics PCB level 3

Open to freshmen and sophomores
Prerequisite: algebra
Co-requisite: 3-level Geometry
This laboratory course in classical and modern physics is
intended as the first course in the interconnected sequence of
Physics-Chemistry-Biology. This course designed for those
students who plan on completing three or more years of 
science in high school. Topics include the study of motion
(kinematics and dynamics), energy, waves, electricity and
magnetism, light, thermodynamics, nuclear and additional
topics. The mathematics used will be appropriate for the 
3-level class and experience in mathematics. Algebra will be
used frequently throughout this course. This course may
apply toward the graduation requirement.

Physics PCB level 4

Open to freshmen and sophomores
Prerequisite: algebra
Co-requisite: 4-level Geometry or 4-level Algebra 2
This laboratory course in classical and modern physics is
intended as the first course in the interconnected sequence of
Physics-Chemistry-Biology. This course designed for those
students who plan on completing three or more years of 
science in high school. Topics include the study of motion
(kinematics and dynamics), energy, waves, electricity and
magnetism, light, thermodynamics, nuclear and additional
topics. The mathematics used will be appropriate for the 
4-level class and experience in mathematics. Algebra will be
used throughout this course. This course may apply toward
the graduation requirement.

Physics level 2

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: algebra and geometry
Placement: based on mathematics level
Physics courses have similar content, differing only in the
depth of treatment and mathematics used for each topic.
This laboratory course includes the study of motion 
(kinematics and dynamics), energy, waves, electricity and
magnetism, light and additional topics. Although there 
is quantitative work (problems and laboratory exercises), 
the emphasis is on an understanding of the concepts and an
application to everyday experience. This course may apply
toward the graduation requirement.

Physics level 3

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: algebra 1 and geometry; taking algebra 2 
concurrently is also recommended
Placement: based on mathematics level
Physics courses have similar content, differing only in the
depth of treatment and mathematics used for each topic.
This laboratory course includes the study of motion 
(kinematics and dynamics), energy, waves, electricity and
magnetism, light and additional topics. The ability to apply
math models will be developed as a part of the course. 
This course may apply toward the graduation requirement.

Physics level 4

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: algebra 1 and geometry; taking algebra 2/College
Algebra/Trig. concurrently is also recommended
Placement: based on mathematics level
Physics courses have similar content, differing only in the
depth of treatment and mathematics used for each topic.
This laboratory course includes the study of motion 
(kinematics and dynamics), energy, waves, electricity and
magnetism, light and additional topics. The ability to apply
math models independently is expected in 4-level. This course
may apply toward the graduation requirement.
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AP Physics “B” level 4

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisites: at least three years of the following laboratory 
sciences: biology (required), physics (required), and one of the
two: chemistry or geoscience. It is strongly recommended that the
three years are taken prior to AP courses; however, for strong 
students, third year of science may be taken concurrently with an
advanced placement course. The appropriate introductory course
(i.e., physics) must precede the Advanced Placement course 
elected. Students enrolled in Biology PCB 4-level may take this
course concurrently. 
This is a non-calculus based laboratory course typical of 
general first year college courses. Students will be prepared to
take the AP Physics “B” exam. This course is equivalent to 
a two-semester college physics course, (e.g., for a liberal arts
degree candidate). The major goals of the course are for the
student to understand the basic principles of physics and
apply those principles to the solution of problems. The broad
range of topics that are covered includes mechanics, 
thermodynamics and heat, electricity and magnetism, waves
and optics, and modern physics. Students need to be familiar
with algebra and trigonometry to succeed in this course. 
No knowledge of calculus is needed. On the basis of the AP
examination, the student’s college will determine the amount
of advanced placement credit received in physics (i.e., one or
two semesters).

AP Physics “C” level 4

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisites: at least three years of the following laboratory 
sciences: biology (required), physics (required), and one of the
two: chemistry or geoscience. It is strongly recommended that the
three years are taken prior to AP courses; however, for strong 
students, third year of science may be taken concurrently with an
advanced placement course. The appropriate introductory course
(i.e., physics) must precede the Advanced Placement course 
elected. A calculus course must have been completed or be taken
concurrently. Students enrolled in Biology PCB 4-level may take
this course concurrently if they also meet the calculus requirement.
This is a calculus-based laboratory course equivalent to the
first year college course taken by chemistry, physics and 
engineering majors. Students will be prepared to take the 
AP Physics “C” exam. The Advanced Placement Physics “C”
course is a two-semester course covering classical mechanics
and electromagnetism. The mechanics semester covers 
topics in linear and rotational kinematics, dynamics, 
momentum, energy, gravitation, and harmonic motion. 
The electromagnetism semester covers topics from fields and
potential, DC circuits, capacitance, inductance, and
Maxwell’s equation in integral form. Extensive use of calculus
is made in both derivations and problem-solving. On the
basis of the AP examination, the student’s college will 
determine the amount of advanced placement credit received
in physics (i.e., one or two semesters).

Integrated Studies: History and Science levels 3, 4

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: One lab science and global studies 
requirement in Social Studies
This is a combined Social Studies-Science course in ideas,
requiring students to think across cultures and time periods.
Students examine four areas of human experience: 1) connections
between art, science, and religion, 2) the role of competition
and cooperation in the development of cultures, 3) influence
of biology and geology on history, and 4) evolution of 
communication forms (oral, pictographic, nonverbal, written,
and symbolic). An Internet-based lab component invites 
students to test their own theories. Students address such
questions as: What factors enabled some cultures to compete
more successfully than others? How have biological factors,
such as immunity to disease, impacted history? How does
learning relate to group structure and power? How has art
and religion changed in response to technological innovation,
and how has religion influenced art and science? Why are
there so many languages? How does gender relate to the
alphabet and language acquisition? What ideas have facilitated
or obstructed communication in such cultures as Ming China,
Ancient Greece, and WWII Germany? Why are humans the
only hominids that can exist in large groups? Students meet 5
double periods a week and receive one credit in Social Studies
and one credit in Science. This course does NOT apply
toward the graduation requirement or AP prerequisite.
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Science Course
Classifications
Each course has a six-digit number. For example, the course
number for AP Biology is “710435.” The first three digits,“700,”
identify the department. The fourth digit, “4,” indicates the
year the course is usually taken. The fifth digit, “3,” identifies
the semester(s) the course is offered; full-year courses are
assigned a “3” to represent both semesters. The sixth digit,
“5,” indicates the level. (An “E” or “B” in the third position
indicates “Early Bird”).

INTEGRATED SCI 1-E (CLASS OF 2011) (CO-TAUGHT) . . . . 701232
INTEGRATED SCI 2-E (CLASS OF 2011) (CO-TAUGHT) . . . . 701332
INTROSCI-ESL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 702039
BIOLOGY-ESL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710039
BIOLOGY-E (Co-Taught). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710132
BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710134
BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710139
BIOLOGY PCB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710334
BIOLOGY PCB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710339
AP BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 710434
(EB) BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71E139
(EB) BIOLOGY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71B334
(EB) BIOLOGY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71B339
(EB) AP BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71E434
ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711234
ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711239
(EB) ANATOMY /PHYSIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71E234
(EB) ANATOMY /PHYSIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71E239
MARINE BIOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713339
FORENSIC SCIENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 714339
FUND SPORTS MEDICINE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 716319
FUND SPORTS MEDICINE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 716329
KINESIOLOGY/BIOMECHANICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 717319
KINESIOLOGY/BIOMECHANICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 717329
ASTRONOMY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720333
ASTRONOMY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720334
(EB) ASTRONOMY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72E333
(EB) ASTRONOMY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72E334
ENVIRO GEOSCI-E (Co-Taught) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720132
ENVIRON GEOSCI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720134
ENVIRON GEOSCI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720139
AP ENVIRON SCI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720434
(EB) ENVIRO GEOSCI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72E134
(EB) ENVIRO GEOSCI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72E139
CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 730232
CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 730233
CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 730234
CHEMISTRY-E (Co-Taught) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 730332
AP CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 730434
CHEMISTRY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 731233
CHEMISTRY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 731234
(EB) CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73E233
(EB) CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73E234
(EB) AP CHEMISTRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73E434
(EB) CHEMISTRY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73B233
(EB) CHEMISTRY PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73B234
PHYSICS PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740133
PHYSICS PCB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740134
PHYSICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740332
PHYSICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740333
PHYSICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740334

AP PHYSICS B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 740434
AP PHYSICS C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 741434
(EB) PHYSICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74E333
(EB) PHYSICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74E334
INTG HIST/SCI-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192333
INTG HIST/SCI-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192334
IGSS SCIENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770334
IGSS SCIENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770339
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World History

World History - Team

Modern World History

World Geography

United States History

AP United States History

United States History - Team

Political Science

Topics in International Relations: 9/11 and the 

Modern Middle East

Popular Culture

Psychology

Topics of Psychology and Sociology

Philosophy

Economics

Law and Justice

Modern America 

Integrated Studies: History and Science

Current Issues

AP Economics

AP European History

AP Psychology

AP Political Science

History of Art

IGSS US History

IGSS Global Concerns

Independent Study Social Studies Seminar

Chicago Summer Seminar 
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To graduate from New Trier, a student must complete two years of social studies classes. The required courses are 
World History and US History. World History is the first course in the sequence because it is the prerequisite course for 
all social studies registrations. Many colleges require a minimum of three years of social studies for admission. 
The following is a listing of all courses offered by the department.

Freshman Year

World History

Sophomore Year

World History

Modern World History

World Geography

Junior Year

All Courses in US History

World History

Modern World History

World Geography

Philosophy

Popular Culture

Economics

Psychology

Political Science/ Topics in
International Relations

Topics in Psychology-
Sociology

Integrated Studies: 
History & Science-Team

IGSS US History 

History of Art

Senior Year

US History

Modern World History

World Geography

Philosophy

Popular Culture

Economics

Psychology

Law and Justice

Modern America

Political Science/ Topics 
in International Relations

Topics in Psychology-
Sociology

Integrated Studies: 
History & Science-Team

IGSS Global Concerns 

Current Issues

AP Economics

AP European History

AP Political Science

AP Psychology

History of Art

Independent Study
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Social Studies
The social sciences are in search of patterns which reflect
human experience. Laws, languages, institutions, arts, 
industries, political experiments, economic theories, religious
quests and military ambitions - all project the image of that
experience. The social studies offerings provide insights about
what has been, what is and what might be, and develop in
students a curiosity about and sensitivity to the environment
in which they live. All the courses in the Social Studies
Department have been developed to raise questions.
Furthermore, the courses challenge students to assess and
interpret and provide a framework for recognizing and
accepting responsibility as individuals and as citizens. 

The Social Studies Department contributes to the total
New Trier experience by encouraging students to acquire
the following:
• the ability to grasp a question, the capacity to gather 

relevant data, to analyze that data and then to marshal 
pertinent arguments, and to reach sound conclusions;

• the ability to communicate, both in oral and written 
expression, with clarity and conviction;

• a quality of open-mindedness reflected in respect for other 
points of view, in tolerance for ambiguity, in passion for 
truth, and in respect for facts;

• the ability to be sensitive to religious and ethical differences;
• the ability to make personal choices which are characterized

by courage, dedication and moral decisiveness.

Requirements for Graduation 
World History is the prerequisite course for all other social
studies registrations. Students must also complete a year of
United States History. Most students take at least three years
of social studies while at New Trier. All courses in the
department receive major credit.

Homework Statement
The skills that students develop in the Social Studies can 
only be developed through careful, reflective study and 
practice. The skills of reading, writing and problem-solving
are cultivated through class work and reinforced through
homework assignments. Through homework, students review
class work, practice skills, prepare for class and check for
understanding.  Homework is routinely assigned and can take
many different forms. Reading and writing assignments are
typical, but some assignments will involve completion of
multi-media projects. This work is accomplished under the
direction of the classroom teacher and is appropriate to the
expectations for the year and course level.     

Social Studies Courses
World History levels 2-E, 2, 3, 4

Open to freshmen and sophomores 
Prerequisite: none
In this course, students will explore the question, “How do
history and culture inform our understanding of the world
today?” through quarter-long regional studies that explore the
history of the world’s social, economic, political and cultural
development. In each regional unit, students will study the
connections between the history of the region and conditions
in the region today. The course emphasizes such skill areas 
as expository writing, oral communication, evaluation of 
primary sources, map analysis, research techniques, and 
proficiency with information technology and multimedia.
This course, which may be taken freshman or sophomore
year, is a prerequisite for all future social studies registrations.
ESL option available. World History is not offered during
summer school.

World History-Team levels 9, 4

Open to freshmen 
Prerequisite: none
The English and World History Team course offers freshmen an
opportunity to appreciate the depth and diversity of several world
cultures from an interdisciplinary perspective. This team-taught
double period course examines the history, literature and culture
of China, the Middle East, Greece, Rome Early Europe and Africa,
while exploring the essential questions of the human condition. 

The course emphasizes reading, writing and critical thinking
through the textual analysis of literature and primary historical
documents, modern research techniques, and oral presentation. 

The ability to think independently and to synthesize information
is essential to success in this course, as students will often work in
a large group setting, participate in smaller class discussions and
pursue independent research contributing to individual and
group presentations.
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Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: World History
This course presents those elements of modern world history
that are most relevant to today’s events and issues. The course
is structured chronologically, beginning with a review of the
Renaissance and culminating in an exploration of pertinent
contemporary issues. Modern World History seeks to 
understand the development of a Western model of civilization
and examine the dynamic interaction between that model 
and its contact with other societies, in particular, Latin 
America, Japan, and India. Critical analysis and writing skills
are emphasized across levels. Students will address such 
questions as “What are the forces that cause historical 
change and those that create stability?” “What is meant by
‘progress’?” and “What has been the impact of cooperation
and competition 
in an increasingly global society?” 

World Geography levels 2-E, 9, 4

(GEOGRAPHY) 
Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
Where are things? Why are they there? So what? These 
questions capture the spatial perspective that is characteristic
of geographic study. This course presents the basic concepts 
in world geography and helps students strengthen reading,
writing and research skills. Geographic analysis of current
events is a focus of this course. Major topics include culture,
demographics, economic development, agriculture, 
urbanization and political geography. Extensive use is made 
of case studies to familiarize students with the realities 
of geographic problem-solving. Students will also have the 
opportunity to do geographic fieldwork.

United States History levels 2-E, 2, 3

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
This is a survey course that traces the key historic and social
developments of the American experience from its pre-colonial
origins to the present. Students acquire an understanding 
of American culture by studying the political and economic 
systems, the development of value systems and interactions
among the many groups that live in the United States. The
course emphasizes such skill areas as map analysis, evaluation
of primary sources, library research techniques, expository
writing, and multi-media presentations. This course includes
the study of the federal and state constitutions and fulfills 
the graduation requirement for United States History.
ESL option available.

AP United States History level 4

Open to juniors and seniors with departmental approval
Prerequisite: World History
Advanced Placement United States History is a college-level
survey course that follows the same basic curriculum as all
United States History courses in the department. However,
this course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement
Examination given by the College Board. It is open to juniors
and seniors with departmental approval. Please note, the 
4-level United States History course offered in summer school
is not entitled “Advanced Placement” because it does not 
prepare students for the AP exam.

United States History-Team levels 9, 4

(American Studies)
Open to juniors 
Prerequisite: English 2, World History
(1 credit English; 1 credit Social Studies)
American Studies encourages students to appreciate the richness
and diversity of the United States by exploring its culture 
from an interdisciplinary perspective. Through an inquiry-based
study of American narratives using artifacts (novels, films,
poems, primary source documents, short stories, and others),
American Studies integrates the English and Social Studies
disciplines. Key questions about the American experience help
unify the course by erasing disciplinary distinctions between
social studies and English, and in attempting to answer these
key questions, students – and teachers – pursue a larger 
understanding of what it means to be an American. Learning
activities include reading, research, composition, reflection,
and oral presentation, in both individual and collaborative
modes.

American Studies is a team-taught, double-period course. Two
sections meet together daily in a large-group setting for 85
minutes. Students should expect to complete daily homework
equivalent to two major courses, and as teachers seek to create
an integrated experience for students, many assessments will 
be common between the two disciplines. This course 
fulfills the New Trier graduation requirements in both junior
English and U.S. History. As in all junior English courses,
American Studies students are required to complete a junior
theme experience, an independent research paper focusing on
the synthesis of literature and history.
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Social Studies
IGSS US History levels 9, 4

(The United States and Its Place in the World)
Open to Juniors
Prerequisite: World History
Students in IGSS (Integrated Global Studies School) United
States History will develop the skills and knowledge required
of the historian and examine the ways in which the United
States connects and has connected to the world. Students will
examine essential events and trends in United States History,
including required units on the federal and state constitutions,
and will integrate their historical studies with their work in
English and Science. When appropriate, materials and course-
work in IGSS United States History will also be coordinated
with the work of other IGSS classes, with special emphasis on
the IGSS Essential Questions and annual theme. IGSS United
States History will emphasize student inquiry, a variety of 
traditional and non-traditional assessment and evaluation
techniques, and experiential learning opportunities. IGSS
United States History fulfills New Trier’s United States History
graduation requirement.

Political Science level 9

(POLI SCI/TOPICS)
Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
Offered first semester only, linked with Topics in 
International Relations
This course is designed to study American government and
politics including the fundamental principles of government,
federalism, American political culture, public opinion, political
participation, elections and campaigns, interest groups, the
media, and the policy-making process. This course joins the
theoretical with televised current events programs, political
cartoons, Supreme Court cases, debates, simulations, letter
writing and political campaign work when applicable.
Students who plan to take the Advanced Placement course in this
subject should not enroll in this one-semester course.

Topics in International Relations: level 9

9/11 and the Modern Middle East
(POLI SCI/TOPICS)
Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
How can we come to understand our post-9/11 world? After
a brief historical overview and an introduction to the theoretical
foundations of international relations, the class will focus on
modern Middle East politics since 1979 in an attempt to
address the root causes of the attacks of 9/11. In addition, we
will examine several topics:  the connection between religion
and politics, the politics of oil, current responses to terrorism
put forward by the U.S. and the international community,
and the idea that 9/11 represents a clash of civilizations. 
The course will also emphasize a study of select Middle East
countries such as Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq.

Popular Culture level 9

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
The study of popular culture is based on the premise that 
the United States is increasingly becoming a culture in which
mass media plays a central role. As an academic discipline,
Popular Culture examines contemporary art and entertainment
(television, radio, film, music, sports, toys and games, 
advertising and comics) as reflections of cultural myths and as
measures of social attitudes and values. Students read critical
essays, review television programs and films, and critique popular
music and contemporary journals in order to understand the
cultural context of these forms and to develop media literacy.

Psychology level 9

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
This one-semester course is designed to familiarize students
with the nature of psychology, its basic structure and its broad
purposes in contemporary life. Students are introduced to
human physiology, abnormal behavior, stress management,
learning, memory, human growth and development and are
encouraged to apply the principles of psychology to their own
lives. Particular attention is paid to essential social studies
skills in reading, analysis and application of data that relate to
the patterns of human behavior. The goal of the course is for
students to appreciate the commonality of all human behavior,
while accepting the uniqueness of each individual. Students
who plan to take Integrated Psychology-Sociology or Advanced
Placement Psychology should not enroll in this one-semester course.

Topics of Psychology and Sociology level 9

(TOPICS PSYCH/SOC) 
Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
This year-long one-period course offers an integrated approach
to the common themes of psychology and sociology. Students
will examine research methods, culture, individual development,
structures of society and personality, social psychology, social
inequality, deviance, education, and intellegences from both a
psychological and sociological perspective. Particular attention
is paid to social studies skills of reading, analysis, and 
application of data that relate to patterns of human and
group behavior. Methods of inquiry include original research
projects, guest speakers, and excursions that use the Chicago
metropolitan area as a lab for fieldwork. Students who plan to
take Psychology 9-level or Advanced Placement Psychology should
not enroll in this course
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Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
This introductory course is designed to engage students in
the questions that have puzzled humans for centuries, the
questions that make up a full and authentic life, the questions
that drive us. The first semester is devoted to the study of
logic, truth, knowledge, and ethics. In the second semester
students will study the philosophical implications of the
world’s significant religions and value systems. An examination
of existentialism will complete the year’s study.  Throughout
the course, emphasis is placed on reading and discussing
philosophical systems of thought and on presenting rigorous
philosophical argumentation in writing. A personal engagement
with the material is a focus throughout the year. Students are
encouraged to react to and with the philosophies, to examine
those “splinters of the mind,” and to create meaning for their
own lives by developing their own personal philosophy.

Economics level 9

Open to juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: World History
In this one semester course, students will examine the world
in both micro and macro-economic terms. They will analyze
economic problems in the past and present and use possible
solutions to predict the future. Students will analyze economic
case studies, news articles, and periodicals; compare and 
contrast economists’ theories; play the Stock Market Game;
do computer simulations, presentations and projects. This
course satisfies the Illinois state requirement for consumer
education. Students who plan to take the Advanced Placement
course in this subject should not enroll in this one-semester course.

Law and Justice level 9

Open to seniors
Prerequisite: World History and US History
In this one semester course, students will be introduced to 
the history and philosophical foundations of the American
legal system. Students will study the constitutional basis of
our justice system and examine both civil and criminal law.
They will learn how laws reflect the values of society at 
different periods in time and examine how justice is 
administered. Students will study important court decisions
and make use of case studies as they learn the basic concepts
of the justice system. As a result of taking this course, 
students will develop an appreciation for this complex and
vital part of our nation’s government

Modern America level 9

Open to seniors
Prerequisite: World History and US History 
This one semester course examines American history from
1945 to the present. While building on foundations of U.S.
History, Modern America looks more closely at American
social and cultural issues in a contemporary context. Film, art
and photography will be significant complements to reading.
Some major topics include: the cultural Cold War, Suburbia,
Civil Rights, Vietnam, Counter-Culture, Energy Crisis,
Identity Politics, Conservative Revolution, Globalization, and
the War on Terror.  

Current Issues level 2

Open to seniors
Prerequisite: United States History
Current Issues is a college-preparatory course designed to give
students the background and skills needed to understand the
most pressing events of the day. The course presents dynamic
and emerging events by providing historical and geographic
context. Current Issues stresses a historical approach but
focuses on how historical themes are active in current events.
Students will continue to hone their social studies skills to
analyze events, to view them critically, and to formulate their
own opinions on the events and their responsibility for them.
A major goal of the course is to provide students with the
requisite skills for success in further academic and intellectual
pursuits after New Trier.

AP Economics level 4

Beginning with the class of 2011, AP courses will 
be given 4-level credit.
Open to juniors and seniors with departmental approval
Prerequisite: Precalculus, and completion of social studies 
graduation requirements
This advanced placement program prepares students to 
take two AP exams, one in microeconomics and one in
macroeconomics. The first semester curriculum includes an
emphasis on the basic theories and principles of economics
and their relationship to consumer issues and consumer
behavior and related topics. The second semester is broader 
in scope and deals with national, multinational and global
economic questions. Research is an integral component of
both semesters. The course satisfies the consumer education
requirement.
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Social Studies
AP European History level 4

Beginning with the class of 2011, AP courses will 
be given 4-level credit.
Open to juniors and seniors with departmental approval 
Prerequisite: completion of social studies graduation requirements;
Modern World History recommended
This college-level course studies the history of Europe from
the Renaissance to the present. Emphasis is given to 
intellectual, cultural, social and economic history, as well as 
to political and diplomatic developments. The course 
prepares students for the Advanced Placement examination 
of the College Board.

AP Psychology level 4

Open to seniors with departmental approval
Prerequisite: completion of social studies graduation requirements
In this advanced placement program, students are introduced
to the psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated
with each of the major subfields within psychology. Students
will develop their analytical skills through use of readings,
writing of essays, and independent research. Topics covered
will include biological bases of behavior, motivation and 
emotion, developmental psychology, personality and abnormal
psychology. This course will prepare students for the
Advanced Placement Examination of the College Board.

AP Political Science level 4

Beginning with the class of 2011, AP courses will 
be given 4-level credit.
Open to juniors and seniors with departmental approval
Prerequisite: completion of social studies graduation 
requirements: Modern World History or Geography recommended
This course prepares students to take the AP exams in
American Government and Comparative Politics. Emphasis is
placed on developing a sound understanding of the philosophical
and institutional foundations of the American political 
system. In addition, students examine the structures and
processes of other selected governments and political 
philosophies. Development of analytical and evaluative skill 
is emphasized as well as the application of theory to 
contemporary issues and events.

Integrated Studies: History and Science levels 3, 4

(INTEG HIST/SCI-T)
Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: One lab science, World History 
This is a combined Social Studies-Science course in ideas,
requiring students to think across cultures and time periods.
Students examine four areas of human experience: 
1) connections between art, science, and religion, 2) the role
of competition and cooperation in the development of cultures,
3) the influence of biology and geology on history, and 
4) evolution of communication forms. Students address such
questions as: What factors enabled some cultures to compete
more successfully than others? How have biological factors,
such as immunity to disease, affected history?  How have art
and religion changed in response to technological innovation,
and how has religion influenced art and science? Why are
there so many languages? How does gender relate to the
alphabet and language acquisition? What ideas have facilitated
or obstructed communication in such cultures as Ming
China, Ancient Greece, and WWII Germany? An Internet-
based lab component invites students to test their own 
theories. Students meet five double periods a week and
receive one credit in Social Studies and one credit in Science.

IGSS Senior Social Studies  levels 9, 4

(Global Concerns)
Open to seniors
Prerequisite: World History and United States History
Students in IGSS (Integrated Global Study School) Senior
social studies will develop the skills and knowledge of the 
various social sciences that are most relevant to an examination
of current events and issues. By examining IGSS themes
through the lenses of history, geography, economics, and a
wide variety of other disciplines, students will develop an
understanding of the relationships between people, places,
and environments over time. Students will encounter material
and viewpoints from diverse time periods and ideologies and
will integrate this learning with their work in IGSS English
and IGSS Science, applying this broad experience and 
knowledge to current global trends and problems. The IGSS
Senior Social Studies curriculum will emphasize student
inquiry, a variety of traditional and non-traditional assessment
and evaluation techniques, and experiential learning 
opportunities.

History of Art levels 9, 4

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: World History
This is a full year course.
See Art Department description.
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Open to seniors with departmental approval
Prerequisite: completion of social studies graduation requirements
Under the direction of a teacher and using the resources of
the school and community, students develop a research design
in selected topics of history and the social sciences. Students
meet with the teacher individually or in small groups on 
a regular basis. Each student who wishes to elect the course
must confer with the Social Studies Department Chair and
receive approval before registration.

Chicago Summer Seminar levels 9, 4

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors 
Prerequisite: World History
Offered only during summer school
This course will engage students in a three and one-half week
study of the Chicago metropolitan area.  Students will gain
an understanding of Chicago’s history and geography through
the use of a variety of resources:  reading, examination of 
primary source materials, field trips, and sessions with guest
speakers.  After developing a solid background in Chicago
history, geography, economics, and politics, students will
explore the city’s contemporary problems and issues, and 
propose solutions within the context of classroom assignments.
This one-semester Summer School course will utilize the city
and suburbs as our extended classroom. This is a 3.5 week
course. Students will receive one semester of major credit.

Social Studies
Course Classifications
Each course has a six-digit number. For example, the course
number for World History at the 4-level is “800134.” The
first three digits, “800,” identify the department. The fourth
digit, “1,” indicates the year the course is usually taken. The
fifth digit, “3,” identifies the semester(s) the course is offered;
full-year courses are assigned a “3” to represent both semesters.
The sixth digit, “4,” indicates the level.

WORLD HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800132
WORLD HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800133
WORLD HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800134
WORLD HISTORY-E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 801132
WORLD HISTORY ESL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 803139
WORLD HISTORY-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190134
WORLD HISTORY-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190139
MOD WORLD HIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 810232
MOD WORLD HIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 810233
MOD WORLD HIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 810234
GEOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811234
GEOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811239
GEOGRAPHY-E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 812232
US HISTORY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 820332
US HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 820333
AP US HISTORY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 820334
US HISTORY ESL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 820339
IGSS US HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 870334
IGSS US HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 870339
US HISTORY-E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 821332
US HISTORY-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190334
US HISTORY-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190339
POLI SCI/TOPICS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 825339
POP CULTURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 826339
PSYCHOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 827319
PSYCHOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 827329
TOPICS PSYCH/SOC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 828439
PHILOSOPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 830339
ECONOMICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833319
ECONOMICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833329
LAW AND JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 834319
LAW AND JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 834329
MODERN AMERICA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 835319
MODERN AMERICA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 835329
INTG HIST/SCI-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192333
INTG HIST/SCI-T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192334
IGSS GLOBAL CONCERNS . . . . . . . . . . 870434
IGSS GLOBAL CONCERNS . . . . . . . . . . 870439
CURRENT ISSUES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 840432
AP ECON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 841434
AP EUR HISTORY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 842434
AP PSYCHOLOGY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 843434
AP POLI SCI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 844434
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Philosophy
The New Trier Special Education Department recognizes that
each student learns in a unique way.  As such, we provide a
full continuum of services to students who have been found
eligible for special education. The Special Education
Department is committed to providing a supportive environ-
ment in which our students can develop academic, social,
emotional, vocational, and life skills. Our goal is for all stu-
dents to become self-aware, self-advocating and independent
learners.

Eligibility 
Eligibility for services is determined by procedures established
by federal and State of Illinois Special Education Rules and
Regulations. The New Trier Special Education Department
serves students who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Continuum of Services
Most students learn in the general education classroom; how-
ever, some students require classroom accommodations, cur-
ricular modifications or a specialized curriculum.  Special
education services are provided within the least restrictive
environment to the greatest extent possible.  Students in spe-
cial education who meet graduation requirements earn a stan-
dard New Trier diploma.  A continuum of services is used to
address individual student needs. This continuum is always
considered for students on an individual basis by his/her IEP
team.  Enrollment in any special education courses is based
upon recommendations from an IEP team meeting.

Special Education Courses
Resource Seminar
In Resource Seminar, case managers work with students to
develop strategies related to goals and objectives identified in
their Individualized Education Plans.  The case manager pro-
vides academic and emotional support to students on his/her
caseload in a supportive environment, oversees the IEP, and
communicates with parents, general education teachers, and
other service providers.  Through skill development, relation-
ship building, and a specific curriculum, Resource Seminar is
geared toward facilitating student independence in school, at
work, in personal relationships, and within the community.
Time spent with the case manager is determined based on
student need and is structured in small groups to allow for
individualization.

Reading 1 
This course provides reading instruction in one or more of
the following areas depending on students’ individual needs:
decoding skills, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. 
This class is offered based upon student need and may vary
from year to year.

Writing 1 
This course builds on the basic skills of writing with emphasis
on basic sentence structure as well as complex sentence 
structures. Elements of the writing process, including (1)
decoding a prompt, (2) brainstorming, (3) simple outlining,
and (4) drafting and editing will be revisited throughout 
the year. Different types and purposes of writing will be
explored, including persuasive, analytic, and expository
assignments. This class is offered based upon student need
and may vary from year to year.

Mathematics
This course will review foundational math skills. Emphasis is
placed on building speed on basic math facts, interpreting
and solving word problems, checking calculations, and using
mathematics in daily life. This class is offered based upon 
student need and may vary from year to year.

Social Skills
This course assists students in acquiring techniques for 
reading social cues, contributing to conversations or problem-
solving in social situations. Topics include acknowledging
appropriate versus inappropriate behaviors in home, workplace
and school. Activities in this class will provide strategies 
to increase students’ awareness and skills in interpersonal
interactions. This class is offered based upon student need
and may vary from year to year.
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Special Education
Instructional Classes
Instructional classes are offered in many of the subject areas.
Classes are designed to parallel the curriculum presented 
in general education classes. For students with significant
learning challenges, instructional classes are offered with 
a modified curriculum and may include instruction in 
prevocational and life skills. These classes provide the highest
degree of individualized instruction in a subject. Special 
section instructional classes are offered based upon student
need and may vary from year to year.

New Trier Learning Center 
New Trier Learning Center, located at the Northfield Campus,
provides a positive, therapeutic environment for students 
who have experienced difficulty in educational, social and/or
emotional development. The goal of the program is to guide
students toward fulfillment of the academic requirements 
for a high school education and to develop the skills needed
to become an independent functioning adult. The New 
Trier curriculum forms the basis of the academic program.
For most students, the aim is to help them gain the necessary
skills to return to the general education program at New Trier.

Other Services
Transition Services
Every student’s special education teacher assists parents and
students in post-secondary planning. A transition/vocational
coordinator is also available for special education students and
their parents.

Extended School Year Services (ESY)
Extended school year services are provided during the sum-
mer months for students who qualify under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

Related Services
These services include but are not limited to speech and lan-
guage, social work, assistive technology, physical and occupa-
tional therapy, orientation and mobility, adaptive kinetic well-
ness, psychological services and support from instructional
assistants.
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Debate

Discussion and Debate

Effective Speaking

Freshman Debate

Improvisation and On Camera Acting
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Media Workshop

Public Speaking and Argumentation

Radio Practicum

Theatre Technology and Design

Theatre 1: Theatre Workshop

Theatre 2: Acting Workshop

Theatre 3: Acting

Theatre 4: Advanced Acting and Directing
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The Speech and Theatre Department offers three distinct
areas of study. Speech and Debate students can begin their
study with Public Speaking and Argumentation, Freshman
Debate and/or Effective Speaking in the freshman or upper
class years and continue their study with the co-curricular
course offerings of Debate or Discussion and Debate in their
sophomore, junior, and senior years. Both Debate and
Discussion and Debate can be repeated for credit.

Media Workshop is the introductory course for freshman 
students interested in Broadcasting. It is the recommended
prerequisite for Introduction to Television Broadcasting and
Radio Practicum. Only sophomores, juniors who have been
selected for the WNTH Radio Board may take Radio Practicum.

In Theatre, students can opt for a four-year sequence of 
acting study beginning with Theatre 1: Theatre Workshop at
the Northfield Campus. Students continue with Theatre 2:

Acting Workshop, Theatre 3: Acting, and Theatre 4: Advanced
Acting at the Winnetka Campus. Students   who did not take
the prerequisite Theatre 1 class are eligible for Theatre 2 with
department approval. Additionally, several electives are available
for juniors and seniors who have not moved through the
four-year acting sequence, but are interested in learning more
about performance, can register for Improvisation and 
On Camera Acting and Acting Studio.

Theatre Technology and Design is an introductory course that
serves all students who are interested in theatrical design 
and stagecraft. Apprentice in Theatre Technology is for more
advanced sophomores, juniors, and seniors.

Speech and Theatre Department 

Sequence of Course Offerings

Freshman Year

Mass Media Broadcasting

Media Workshop

Speech and Debate

Public Speaking and
Argumentation

Freshman Debate

Theatre

Theatre 1: Theatre
Workshop

Stage Craft and Design

Theatre Technology 
and Design

Sophomore Year

Introduction to TV
Broadcasting

Radio Practicum

Effective Speaking

Discussion and Debate*

Debate*

Theatre 2: Acting
Workshop*

Theatre Technology 
and Design

Junior Year

Introduction to TV
Broadcasting

Radio Practicum*

Effective Speaking

Discussion and Debate*

Debate*

Improvisation and 
On Camera Acting

Theatre 2: Acting
Workshop*

Theatre 3: Acting*

Theatre Technology 
and Design

Senior Year

Introduction to TV
Broadcasting

Radio Practicum*

Effective Speaking

Discussion and Debate*

Debate*

Improvisation and 
On Camera Acting

Theatre 3: Acting*

Acting Studio*

Theatre 4: Advanced
Acting and Directing*

Theatre Technology 
and Design

*Prerequisite or department approval required. 

Speech and
Theatre



Communication is the heart of human interaction.
Disciplined study of speech and theatre provide a path to a
comprehensive understanding of the individual and his or her
relationships with others within the global community.
Students of the arts of speech and theatre build their skills of
empathy and function more effectively in a civil society.
Those who pursue excellence in communicative arts are more
confident taking personal and professional risks, more capable
of seeing and responding to different perspectives, and more
competent in the creation of new work.

The Speech and Theatre Department provides opportunities
for participation in co-curricular activities including 
interscholastic speech and debate, technical theatre crews, 
and theatrical casts. 

The mission of the staff and students of the Speech and
Theatre Department is to:
• inspire curiosity, inquiry, and creativity;
• foster empathy, collaboration, and self-esteem; and 
• promote free expression, passion for art, and the 

pursuit of excellence.

Upon completion of any course within the Speech and
Theatre Department, the student will be able to:
• think more critically, express thought more meaningfully, 

and choose more responsibly;
• express ideas more artistically, reason more creatively, and 

choose more provocatively; and 
• apply diverse resources and methods throughout the critical

inquiry and creative processes.

Enrollment Note: Speech and Theatre students may, with the
approval of the department, combine two approved Speech
and Theatre courses as a combined performing arts major,
granting 1 credit. The student should register for the two
minors and then, at beginning of the semester, the two
minors can be changed to a combined major. A grade at the
9-level will be given to courses in such combined majors. 

Speech and Theatre
Courses
Theatre Technology and Design Credit: .5 minor

Open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors.
Class meets on the Winnetka Campus.  
Prerequisite: none
This course is offered to students who are interested in the
technical aspects of theatre. The students will spend the 
year learning stagecraft, scenic design, and lighting design.
The course will focus on specialized design and construction
for school productions. The first semester will be spent 
developing the skills related to the technical aspects of theatre.
The second semester will be spent designing sets, lighting,
and sound for theatrical productions. The course will include
demonstrations, work with computer programs for theatre
technology, and hands-on lab experiences. This class is 
structured to accommodate students with varying degrees of
production experience. This course fulfills the Crew
Apprenticeship Program expectation.

Theatre 1: Theatre Workshop 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to freshmen Level 9 major

Prerequisite: none
Theatre Workshop is the ideal class for those who would like
to study, experience, and create live performances and 
theatrical stories for the stage. Students will explore many 
different character types through role-playing, monologues
and scene work from scripts. Students will also become
stronger team players through improvisational and theatre
games and learn how to audition effectively for plays and
musicals. In addition, students may choose to perform as an
ensemble member in the Freshman Play. Anyone who wants
to act in plays or musicals on New Trier stages should take
this class to develop confidence and performance skills.
Students must complete this course or apply for departmental
approval before registering for Theatre 2: Acting Workshop.
Students may contract to enroll in Theatre 1 for major credit
in the fall.
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Theatre 2: Acting Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor 

Workshop (1.5 three-day)

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors Level 9 major

Prerequisite: Theatre Workshop or departmental approval
The second course in the four-year sequence of theatre classes,
this class concentrates on the techniques of creating a 
character from a play using sense memory, emotion memory,
script analysis, and scene study. In the second semester,
Acting Workshop students research, prepare, and perform
scenes from plays representing the major periods in theatre
history that culminates in a day-long festival of theatre,
Dionysus Day. If a student cannot schedule this class five
days per week, the student may take this three days a week
with department approval. Students may contract to enroll
for major credit in the fall.

Theatre 3: Acting Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to juniors and seniors Level 9, major

Prerequisite: Acting Workshop or departmental approval
This third course in the four-year sequence of theatre classes
provides serious acting students with the opportunity 
to develop acting skills through more sophisticated acting
techniques. Systems for confronting and solving acting 
problems, as well as developing spontaneity, honesty and
cooperation among players are used as a means of structuring
original ideas to create satire and social commentary. 
In addition, improvisation is used as a means of deepening
characterization and interaction within scenes from plays 
that are challenging in nature. Required Readings: Sanford
Misner on Acting, Acting Power by Robert Cohen

Theatre 4: Advanced Acting  Credit: 1.0 major

and Directing levels 3, 4

Open to seniors with department approval
Prerequisite: Theatre 3: Acting (Seniors may take Theatre 4:
Advanced Acting and Directing concurrently with Theatre 3: Acting.)
This is the final course in the four-year sequence of theatre
classes. Building on the skills introduced in Theatre 1, 2, 
and 3, the basic work of Theatre 4: Advanced Acting and
Directing is in scene preparation and performance, and stage
directing technique. Script and character analysis are explored
more deeply through the study of theatrical theorists and
contemporary playwrights. In the second semester, students
study techniques of directing and direct a production of their
choice. Other topics that may be explored include period 
performance styles and techniques, playwriting, dialects, and
stage combat. Required Readings: A Challenge for the Actor by
Uta Hagen, Backwards and Forwards by David Ball

Improvisation and On Camera Acting Credit: .5 minor

Open to juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: None
Designed for juniors and seniors with little or no previous
stage or acting class experience at the high school level, this
course is ideal for students who are interested in exploring the
basics of acting and improvisation and on camera performance
in a supportive environment. The class incorporates individual
and group exercises in ensemble building, audition techniques,
and on camera scene study. Students will also gain confidence
in expressing themselves and speaking to audiences of all
kinds. This course may be taken for one or two semesters.

Acting Studio Credit .5 minor

Open to seniors or department approval 
Prerequisite: Theatre 3: Acting 
Acting Studio is for those students who have completed
Theatre 3: Acting and wish to hone their skills as performers
in the context of a minor course. Students will engage in
challenging scene study and performance in the first semester.
In the second semester, the students will create, direct, and
perform an original play to be featured in the Spring Plays
Festival. Students will create an acting journal, explore acting
and directing theory, and read selections from A Challenge for
the Actor by Uta Hagan.

Public Speaking and Argumentation Credit: .5 minor

Open to freshmen
Prerequisite: none
Students in this yearlong course, offered only at the Northfield
Campus, will learn and practice successful speaking techniques
for a wide variety of situations and audiences.  First semester
units include Acing the Interview: Interpersonal Persuasion,
Beyond PowerPoint: Effectively Integrating Technology in
Presentations, and Speaking Under Pressure While Thinking
on Your Feet. Second semester explores for elements of 
argumentation, deliberation, and debate. Students use analysis
and evidence to debate a variety of propositions. Throughout
this course, students will think more critically, express thought
more meaningfully, and defend expression more effectively.

Effective Speaking Credit: .25 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: none
Students in this one semester course will learn and practice
successful speaking techniques for a variety of situations and
audiences. Units include Acing the Interview: College and
Career, Beyond PowerPoint: Effectively Integrating
Technology in Presentations, and Speaking Under Pressure
While Thinking on Your Feet. Throughout this course, 
students will think more critically, express thought more
meaningfully, and defend expression more effectively.
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Discussion and Debate Credit: 1.0 major or .5 minor

Open to sophomores juniors and seniors level 4, major

Prerequisite: Public Speaking and Argumentation and/or 
departmental approval
This co-curricular course may be taken for major or minor 
credit. Students participate in legislative debate mirroring the
proceedings of the United States Congress and Lincoln-
Douglas debate (one on one) arguing propositions of value.
Student preparation includes research, analysis, assembly 
of speeches and practice debates throughout the academic
season. Class time is used as a lab to prepare for competition.
Students participate in weekend tournaments in order to 
meet requirements for the course. A student may elect to
repeat the course for three years for major or minor credit.

Freshman Debate  Credit: .5 minor

Open only to freshman
Prerequisite None
This course introduces 9th grade students to the study of
argumentation and debate. Students learn about and participate
in debates focusing on the nationally selected debate resolutions
for various debate forums. Class time is used both as a means
of learning the theory behind debate and as a lab to prepare
for competition. Student preparation includes research, 
analysis, the writing of argumentative briefs, case construction,
and practice debates. Students are invited to compete in
interscholastic competition.

Debate Credit: 1.0 major

Open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors level 4

Prerequisite: Beginning with the class of 2013: 
Freshman Debate
This co-curricular course is taken for level 4 major credit.
Students participate in policy debate using the nationally
selected policy resolution for the academic year. Class time is
used as a lab to prepare for competition. Student preparation
includes research, analysis, writing of argumentative briefs, 
case construction, and practice debates throughout the aca-
demic season. Students participate in weekend interscholastic 
competition in order to meet requirements for the course. 
A student may elect to repeat the course for three years for
major credit.

Media Workshop Credit: .5 minor

Open to freshmen
Prerequisite: none
This course introduces students to the study of mass media
communication: print, radio, film, television, video, and
Internet media. Students have the opportunity to produce
their own media messages through classroom practice and
participation at New Trier’s student-run radio station,
WNTH. Class discussion focuses on the power of the mass
media in American and world culture. Students are encouraged
to develop skills to critically analyze and evaluate media 
messages as both consumer and producer. Units include
media production, interviewing techniques, legal and ethical
practices of the industry, advertising, and the history of mass
media. Media Workshop serves as a prerequisite to
Introduction to Television and the WNTH Radio Board.

Introduction to Television  Credit: .5 minor

Broadcasting
Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: Media Workshop recommended as a prerequisite
This course provides an introduction to the fundamentals of
television production. The objective is to teach basic video
and broadcast journalism techniques in order to produce the
New Trier television show. Units of instruction will include
technology, lighting, studio operations, audio, special effects,
video editing, basic acting and acting for camera. Students are
introduced to specific production practices that are essential
to working collaboratively in a studio setting. A student may
elect to repeat the course.

Radio Practicum Credit: .5 minor

Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors
Prerequisite: election to the WNTH Board
This course is designed to provide theory and practical 
experience for students interested in continuing with
advanced work in radio program production. Students refine
technical skills in mixing separate sound elements, as well as
skills in writing, producing and directing feature-length 
programs in the areas of news, public affairs, music and
drama. Course work also includes post-production editing
techniques and evaluation to insure excellent quality before
submission of tapes to WNTH for broadcast time. The radio
control room and studio is the lab for all production work.
Only WNTH board members will be enrolled in this course.
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Speech and Theatre
Course Classifications
Each course has a six-digit number. The first two digits, “15,”
identify the department. The fourth digit, “1,” indicates the
year the course is usually taken. The fifth digit, “3,” identifies
the semester(s) the course is offered; full-year courses are
assigned a “3” to represent both semesters. The sixth digit,
“3,” indicates the level.

FRESHMAN DEBATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150138
THTR TECH/DESGN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151038
THTR 1: THTR WKSHP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151138
THTR 1: THTR WKSHP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151139
THTR 2: ACT WKSHP (3 day) . . . . . . . . 152138
THTR 2: ACT WKSHP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152238
THTR 2: ACT WKSHP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152239
THTR 3: ACTING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153338
THRE 3: ACTING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153339
THTR 4: ADV ACT/DIRECT . . . . . . . . . . 154433
THTR 4: ADV ACT/DIRECT . . . . . . . . . . 154434
ACTING STUDIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155038
PUB SPEAK/ARG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156138
EFFECTIVE SPEAKING . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156218
EFFECTIVE SPEAKING . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156228
DISC & DEBATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156334
DISC & DEBATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156338
DEBATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156434
MEDIA WORKSHOP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157138
INTR TV BRDCSTG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157238
RADIO PRACTICUM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157438
IMPROV/CAMERA ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158018
IMPROV/CAMERA ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158028
IMPROV/CAMERA ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158038
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Activities Leadership Practicum Credit: .15 three-day

A minor level course by invitation.
A full year minor course for students in recognized Activities
leadership roles. Leadership concepts, skills and techniques
will be presented in class. Student leaders will observe, apply,
and practice these lessons during the week as they fulfill their
roles weekly in their organizations. Students will bring their
experiences back to class for synthesis and processing with the
instructor and fellow leaders.

Conflict Resolution Credit: .5 minor

A minor level course.
“Conflict Resolution” is a course that will explore the dynamics
of violence, interpersonal conflict, and the art of mediation. 
It will meet three times weekly during ninth period. Two of
these sessions will be curricular, attempting to develop 
a foundation in the philosophy and practice of conflict 
resolution. The third period will serve as a Peer Mediation
Practicum, and participants then will be expected to 
participate in the Peer Mediation Program. Peer Mediation 
is a student-led method of conflict resolution that helps 
participants to express and clarify their concerns before 
seeking options for resolution. This course is open to juniors,
seniors, and sophomores who have participated in the
Northfield Peer Mediation Program. Interview required.

Senior Instructional Leadership Corps (SILC)
The Senior Instructional Leadership Corps (SILC) is a semester
course designed to extend the premise of the senior helper
program into the classroom by offering qualified seniors the
opportunity to participate in a variety of activities associated
with classroom instruction. Students in SILC will engage 
in leadership development through multi-purpose mentor 
relationships with teachers. Students are mentored by a 
cooperating teacher and serve as mentors to other students 
in the classroom.

Participants work in a classroom with a mentoring teacher 
2-5 periods a week, assist in whatever curricular activities the
teacher considers appropriate and keep a weekly journal of
their experiences. Regular seminar meetings with the SILC
coordinators and mentor teachers utilize discussion, readings
about teaching and education, and a final self-assessment of
the SILC experience to complement students’ in-class work.

Approximately seven seminar meetings are held throughout
the semester. Mentor teachers, SILC students, and coordinators
collaboratively determine the nature of the work and how 
the students’ learning will be assessed both in seminar and in
the classroom. Students will receive minor credit (.25) for 
this course. 

Senior Project
The Senior Project encourages seniors to immerse themselves
in an area of personal interest as they develop a project 
of independent work to be conducted outside the walls of
New Trier in the last five weeks of the school year. Typically,
projects fall into one of the following domains: service, 
career, academic, or service. Participants work closely with a
school Consultant and a Community Sponsor to develop 
an appropriate Project Proposal with clearly articulated goals
and activities. Once a senior makes the commitment to go
Project, it becomes a graduation requirement. This program 
is open to all seniors. For further information and specific
guidelines, interested students should visit the New Trier website.
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